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22,000 Twitter followers
creating interactions daily
42,000 hard copies distrubuted to
500 locations every month
60,000 online subscibers
to our ezine version

“Launched over 20 years
ago, Golfnews is the UK’s largestformat, high quality golf newspaper,
with each issue read by almost 300,000
golfers. Edited by leading golf journalist
Nick Bayly, it is packed with news,
interviews, leading columnists, equipment
reviews, and travel features. There’s no
better place to get the latest news and
views on golf at home and from all
over the world.”
Matt Nicholson
Publisher

Hundreds of copies placed in gift
packs every month for charity and
corporate golf days.
Over a million page impressions
per year on www.golfnews.co.uk
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TAKE A
FRESH LOOK
AT FARLEIGH
Massive investment by its new owners has seen what was
formerly known as Farleigh Court turned into one of the
South East’s most contemporary and exciting golf venues
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/ 33

OAKS PARK
MARATHON MEN
A team of four golfers is taking
on the challenge of playing the
18-hole course at Oaks Park in
Carshalton four times on June
16, as part of a campaign to
raise funds for four worthwhile
charities. The team, which has
named itself the 4x4x4s – four
golfers, four rounds, four charities
– will be splitting the funds raised
equally between Macmillan,
Cancer Research UK, Meningitis
Trust and Age UK. For donations,
please visit www.justgiving.com/
teams/4x4x4.

RRP: £179 Contact: powakaddy.com

Farleigh’s 27-hole layout has never looked better

PowaKaddy has launched four new cart bags that will fit onto all
makes of electric and pull trolleys. The top-of-the-range model, the
Premium, has been specifically designed
to fit into the latest PowaKaddy
trolley, and features a new
Keylock base to keep the
bag securely in place at
all times. A 14-way top
full-length club divider with
graphite-friendly lining
provides protection
for shafts, while an
integrated handle helps
when transporting the
bag from car to trolley.
Four side-mounted
storage pockets
(including a soft-lined
valuables pocket and
a special sunglasses
pouch) provide plenty
of storage for golfing
essentials. It is available
in silver/white/black,
white/red/black and
black. The other models
in the range are the
Deluxe (£149), Sport
(£119), and Ladies
Classic (£119).

READER
OFFER
JOIN THE
FARLEIGH FAMILY

Farleigh currently offers eight
membership packages, with
seven-day membership costing
£1,200, and five-day £850.
Colt membership costs £560
(18-23) and £765 (24-29), while
annual junior membership
(under 17) is priced at £250.
To book a free trial round,
or for a guided tour of the
facilities, call 01883 627711,
quoting Golf News.

GREAT
FEATURES
quoting Golf News.
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Visitors to the completely refurbished
clubhouse and remodelled golf course
at Farleigh in Surrey will find a club
barely recognisable from the one in
existence just three years ago.
Formerly known as Farleigh Court, the
club, which first opened in 1997, was bought by the
owners of Foxhills Hotel & Golf Resort in 2010, with
the intention of transforming it into a sister club to
the upmarket venue in Ottershaw.
Renaming it as Farleigh, the Hayton family, which
has owned Foxhills for over 30 years, has invested
over £3 million in transforming the Croydon-based
venue into a high-end club that offers five-star
facilities both on and off the course.
The first part of the redevelopment project saw
the 27-hole course’s original architects, John Jacobs
Associates, brought back to carry out a £500,000
upgrade to the 350-acre layout, which also benefitted
from a new fleet of greenkeeping equipment.
The Blue, Red and Yellow courses have all now
undergone an impressive makeovers, with the
addition of new features and challenges on each
of the nines, while a new irrigation and drainage
system has helped to take the playing conditions to
new levels. The greenkeeping team is led by course
manager Michael Mann, who has done a superb job
in getting the course up to its current standard in the
face of some very challenging weather conditions.

With the three nines on offer, golfers can choose
to play a variety of configurations: Purple (Red/
Blue), Green (Yellow/Blue) and Orange (Yellow/Red).
The Purple is the longest at 6,627 yards, while the
Orange is the shortest at 6,395 yards. And with each
nine starting and finishing at the clubhouse, golfers
can mix and match to suit their needs. It makes an
especially entertaining 27-hole society or corporate
day and ensures that members and guests can rub
along easily. With so many people struggling to find
the time to play a full 18 holes, the choice of playing
nine is a popular option for many visitors, with a
9-hole green fee costing from as little as £16.
The courses, which very much have the feel of
an inland links, previously had a reputation for
fearsome rough and although these elements have
been tamed slightly to make for a more enjoyable
round and less time spent hunting for balls, it’s still
vital to keep it on the short stuff if you are to score
well around here. Other than that, golfers will find
superbly-presented fairways, quick but true USGAstandard greens, and sense that they are in splendid
rural isolation, despite being less than 30 minutes
from the centre of London.
Practice facilities include an open-ended driving
range (which is currently awaiting planning
permission to be covered), a putting green, a
chipping green, and a practice bunker. There are
also currently plans in place to develop a par-three

course on a parcel of land to the right as you drive
into the club, which will only add to Farleigh’s
attraction to the local community.
While the golf course has received plenty of love
and attention under the new ownership, so to has
the 1,500-square metre clubhouse. Last year saw
the completion of a £1.6 million transformation
at the hands of architects DesignLSM, whose
award-winning work includes London restaurant
Galvin La Chapelle and the refurbishment of The
Runnymede Hotel in Egham. The new interior
gives the clubhouse a cool, contemporary and
sophisticated feel and provides an ideal setting for
members, visitors and corporate guests to enjoy
a wide range of facilities, including the Nineteen
at Farleigh restaurant, which offers brasserie-style
home cooking that is proving popular with golfers
and local business people alike.
As well as modern, well-equipped changing
rooms and an impressive professional’s shop, the
clubhouse also benefits from a state-of-the-art
games room, whose centrepiece is Europe’s first
widescreen HD indoor golf simulator, which ensures
golfers can get their fix on over 50 of the world’s best
courses, whatever the weather conditions outside. In
addition to providing a fun evening’s entertainment
with friends, a few holes on the simulator can be
added onto a society day, with golfers finishing
their day with a nearest-the-pin challenge at Pebble
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RRP: £159 Contact: adamsgolf.eu

Capital Choice: Farleigh is just 30 minutes from the centre of London

Capital Choice: Farleigh is just 30 minutes from the centre of London

Projected to be the most used hybrid on the PGA Tour
this season, the Pro Hybrid features high MOI upsidedown head shaping, and Velocity Slot Technology on the
crown and Cut-Thru Slot technology on the sole combine
with an ultra-thin face to add forgiveness and flexion.
Repositioning the centre of gravity behind the centre of the
face has enhanced the workability of the club for players
who like to manoeuvre the ball. A mini version is also
available for low-handicap players with high swing speeds,
while the Pro DHy, based on the successful design of the
Super DHy, will appeal to higher handicapper. All come
fitted with Aldila Tour series graphite shafts as standard.
The Pro Hybrid and Pro Mini are available in 16°, 18°, 20° and
23° lofts, while the Pro DHy is offered in 18°, 21°, and 24°.

23° lofts, while the Pro DHy is offered in 18°, 21°, and 24°.
The Pro Hybrid and Pro Mini are available in 16°, 18°, 20° and
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RRP: £159 Contact: adamsgolf.eu

Pro Hybrid
Adams Golf

simulator which is ideal for society and corporate events
Club Class: The impressive clubhouse includes an indoor

The chic and stylish restaurant

materials such as limestone and slate.
Facilites inside the building will include a
restaurant and bar, locker rooms, and private
rooms for banqueting, conferences and
meetings.
“This is an exciting time for Centurion
Club and its rapidly growing membership,”
confirmed managing director, Scott Evans.
“The construction of our new club building
represents the latest phase in our plan to
provide members with a private club of
unrivalled quality. We have had some terrific
comments on the course from visitors
already, and I’d like to think our new club
building will attract similar acclaim when it
opens next year.”

Pair of Ascot aces
Royal Ascot Golf Club
celebrated a rare feat last
month when two of its
members hit holes-in-one on
the same hole within hours
of each other.
Bob Viney, who plays off
19, pitched in with a 9-iron
on the 139-yard 8h hole
at the Berkshire venue,
and just two hours later
22-handicapper Vera Barker
achieved the same feat with

a 9-wood.
Royal Ascot’s general
manager David Boyce said: “A
hole-in-one is a rare enough,
but to get two in one day, on
the same hole, is incredible.
The even more unbelievable
thing is that the day before,
another member, Dave Falls,
also aced the eighth. I think
I shall pick my next lottery
numbers when standing on
the eighth tee next time!”

BOYD WINS
HAMPSHIRE ROSE
English champion Sarah-Jane Boyd
won the 2014 Hampshire Rose at
North Hants by three shots, with a
seven-under par total for 36 holes.
The Truro player had 10 birdies during
the two rounds, including seven in
her final round 69, which was the
lowest score of the day. The runnerup was Lizzie Prior from Surrey, with
Berkhamsted’s Alice Hewson in third.

SOUTHERN STARS
GET CURTIS
CUP CALL
Great Britain & Ireland’s team for next
month’s Curtis Cup includes a strong
representation from the south east,
following the selection of Annabel
Dimmock (Wentworth), Georgia
Hall (Remedy Oak), Gabriella Cowley
(Hanbury Manor) and Gemma
Dryburgh (Beaconsfield) for the eightstrong squad. All four will be making
their Curtis Cup debuts at St Louis
Country Club in Missouri form June
6-8. Only two Stephanie Meadow
and Bronte Law were part of the team
that won the cup in 2012, with the
other two debutants being Charlotte
Thomas and Eilidh Briggs.
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£46 pp

Coffee and Bacon Roll
18 Holes Championship Course
Light Golfers’ Lunch

1 FREE

in every 16 players
Valid July, August and September

(excl Bank Holidays).
Minimum of 12. Valid Monday to Friday
This late availability offer must be booked by the 30th June 2014.
Last minute availability. Valid on new bookings only.

Light Golfers’ Lunch
18 Holes Championship Course
Coffee and Bacon Roll
from

£46 pp

How to find us:
Centrally located on the Kent, Surrey
and Sussex borders. Just 15 minutes from
junctions 5 & 6 of the M25.
Hever Castle Golf Club
Hever Road, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 7NP
Telephone Claire: 01732 701003
Email: golfdays@hever.co.uk
www.hever.co.uk

Last minute availability. Valid on new bookings only.
This late availability offer must be booked by the 30th June 2014.
Minimum of 12. Valid Monday to Friday
(excl Bank Holidays).

www.hever.co.uk
Email: golfdays@hever.co.uk
Telephone Claire: 01732 701003

Valid July, August and September

Kent TN8 7NP
Hever Road, Edenbridge
Hever Castle Golf Club

1 FREE

junctions 5 & 6 of the M25.
and Sussex borders. Just 15 minutes from
Centrally located on the Kent, Surrey
How to find us:

in every 16 players

Package
Anne Boleyn

£199 per person

- 27 holes of Championship Links
- 2 Course “Welcome to Prince’s” Dinner (arrival night)
- 2 Nights Bed & Breakfast accommodation
- 2 Days Championship Links Golf, Complimentary Driving Range Balls
- Juniors play free when staying with an adult at the Lodge!

Society, Corporate
and Charity Golf Days

Anne Boleyn
Package

and Charity Golf Days
Society, Corporate

BOOK NOW:

T: +44 (0) 1304 611118
E: office@princesgolfclub.co.uk
W: www.princesgolfclub.co.uk
Prince’s Golf Club, Sandwich Bay, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9QB
Non-golf rate available.Offer valid in August 2014 subject to availability.

/princesgolfclub

@Princesgolfclub

Non-golf rate available.Offer valid in August 2014 subject to availability.

/princesgolfclub

@Princesgolfclub

Prince’s Golf Club, Sandwich Bay, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9QB

W: www.princesgolfclub.co.uk
E: office@princesgolfclub.co.uk
T: +44 (0) 1304 611118
BOOK NOW:

- Juniors play free when staying with an adult at the Lodge!
- 2 Days Championship Links Golf, Complimentary Driving Range Balls
- 2 Nights Bed & Breakfast accommodation
- 2 Course “Welcome to Prince’s” Dinner (arrival night)
- 27 holes of Championship Links
from

£199 per person

At the Lodge at Prince’s

It’s all about August!!

Adidas Adicross Gripmore
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Trion:Z Bracelets

two-storey structure, built using traditional
The clubhouse will be a contemporary
scheduled to be open by next summer.
which will overlook the 18th green, is
months complete, while the new clubhouse,
in March and is expected to take up to four
Work started on the greenkeeping facility
opened last summer.
temporary building erected when the club
greenkeepers’ complex to supplement the
construction of a new clubhouse and
The private club has begun the
in Hertfordshire.
venue, the Centurion Club near St Albans
development at England’s newest golf
Work has started on the second phase of

RRP: £99 Contact: adidasgolf.eu

RRP: £24.99-£19.99 Contact: trionz.com

The Adicross Gripmore and Pure 360 Gripmore Sport shoes feature a new cleat design that combines the
performance of a spiked shoe with the comfort of a spikeless model. Using rubber-like cleats that flex and
bend, Adidas directly injects 43 of them onto the bottom of each shoe without a receptacle. Each cleat
has five arms for extra traction, and there are secondary rubber nubs as
well. The total points of contact number 243, creating high levels
of traction. The Gripmore is available in aluminum/white/
scarlet, white/scarlet, and black/white/scarlet. The
Pure 360 Gripmore Sport comes in black/silver/
scarlet and onyx/white /scarlet.

Trion:Z’s range of negative ion wristbands are worn by an ever-growing stable of golfers across all the
professional tours, from Matteo Manassero and Edoardo Molinari on the European Tour to Anna Nordquist
and rising British star Charley Hull on the Ladies European Tour. Backed up by clinical research that highlights
this season
with
a 68 for fourth.
their effectiveness in improving mobility and flexibility,
while
reducing
the risk of pain and injury, the brand
Barham
keptfeature
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form Colantotte magnets that
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circulation, reduce inflammation, and decrease muscle discomfort
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matching
each
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often caused by lactic acid. Water resistant, they are available
Robert
McGuirk and Nevill’s Jamie
in a wide range of colours and three different wrist
widths.
Park’s Kieran Staunton, Prince’s
Pro-Am on May 2, with Woodcote
the PGA South region’s Knole Park
Honours were shared three ways in

MARATHON MEN
OAKS PARK
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Puma Faas Lite
Mesh 2.0
RRP: £70
Contact: cobragolf.com/pumagolf

Taylormade
SLDR Irons
RRP: £749 Contact: taylormadegolf.eu
The new SLDR iron follows the Tour Preferred MC and
CB irons, as well as the Speedblade iron, and aims to
improve on the previous models with faster speeds,
higher flight, and more consistent gapping between
irons. The 2mm opening in the SLDR iron, which the
company calls the ‘speed pocket’, cuts up behind the
thin face to produce greater ball speeds, particularly
on shots hit low on the face.
The opening, featured specifically in the 3- through
7-irons, is designed to offer face flexibility that matches
the R&A’s limit for spring-like effect. But unlike its
predecessors, its sole slot is cut all the way through, so
that it is open from the bottom to the top of the cavity,
although a polymer fills the opening to enhance feel
and prevent mud from blocking the channel.
With a thin sole and a slim topline, the SLDR irons
will appeal to mid and low handicappers, as they have
less offset, weaker lofts, less bounce, and have a slightly
shorter blade length than the SpeedBlade irons. They
are fitted with a premium KBS Tour C-Taper 90 steel
shaft as standard, or a range of Fujikura graphite shafts
specifically-designed for the SLDR irons.
To help promote the company’s custom-fitting
locations and ensure players are properly fitted, the
SLDR irons will only be available through TaylorMade’s
Tuned Performance Centres, of which there are 18 in
the South East. For a list of venues, visit
www.experiencetaylormade.eu.

Taking features from the original Faas Lite Mesh shoe, the
2.0 adds additional heel comfort, bonded construction,
and a new TPU support for improved comfort and
stability. Weighing only 6.8 ounces, it features
include a stitchless midfoot support
saddle, an Ortholite Sockliner for
superior cushioning, and corrugated
flex grooves, which increase ground
contact throughout the swing, providing
improved traction and stability. They
are available in turbulence/white/
grenadine, white/black/silver and
grenadine/white/turbulence.
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Contact: cobragolf.com/pumagolf
RRP: £70

Mesh 2.0
Puma Faas Lite
the driver and long irons.
greens, coupled with lower-spinning distance off
to generate tour-level spin and control around the
and a cast urethane cover. Together they combine
rubber-rich core, an inner mantle and outer mantle,
are closer to 100. The four layers comprise a soft,
compression to 70 – other mainstream tour balls
Tour-quality ball. The designers have lowered the
low-handicap players looking for a softer-feeling,
Wilson’s new four-piece FG Tour ball is designed for

RRP: £34.99 Contact: wilsonstaff.com

FG Tour Ball
Wilson Staff
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clubhouse at Centurion Club
An artist’s impression of the new

AT KNOLE
THREE-WAY TIE

Wilson’s new four-piece FG Tour ball is designed for
low-handicap players looking for a softer-feeling,
Tour-quality ball. The designers have lowered the
compression to 70 – other mainstream tour balls
are closer to 100. The four layers comprise a soft,
rubber-rich core, an inner mantle and outer mantle,
and a cast urethane cover. Together they combine
to generate tour-level spin and control around the
greens, coupled with lower-spinning distance off
the driver and long irons.

Adams Golf
Pro Hybrid

Work has started on the second phase of
development at England’s newest golf
venue, the Centurion Club near St Albans
in Hertfordshire.
The private club has begun the
construction of a new clubhouse and
greenkeepers’ complex to supplement the
temporary building erected when the club
opened last summer.
Work started on the greenkeeping facility
in March and is expected to take up to four
months complete, while the new clubhouse,
which will overlook the 18th green, is
scheduled to be open by next summer.
The clubhouse will be a contemporary
two-storey structure, built using traditional

from

RRP: £34.99 Contact: wilsonstaff.com

The chic and stylish restaurant

An artist’s impression of the new
clubhouse at Centurion Club

team shield for the best
three stroke play scores,
with Sophie Bargeron, Kim
Morris and Ainee O’Connor all
contributing.
The Senior Lady
Championship was held at
the same time, with Kent
Ladies’ captain Ingrid Long
triumphing 6&4 over Gina
Phillips.

Cleveland
A new
Golf,
decade
Trendy
of Virgin
Golf,
Atlantic
SunDog
Flying Club
and
Swingers
SkyCaddie,
is now
Iain also
underway
won a
with the
place
first of its
in the
popular
exclusive
society
Virgin
days haven
Atlantic
taken place
Winners from the Swingers’ West Hill event
Gold
at West Hill
Member’s
Golf Club
day at Goodwood in June. It was a fitting
in Surrey.
With the course in fabulous condition as prize for Iain, giving him the opportunity
the club prepared for their annual Father’s to return to the scene of his Season 3 Final
appearance some seven years earlier.
and Son’s tournament, the event saw a
Second place went to Chris Offer, with
mixture of regular Swingers and firstformer finalist Martin Derrick taking third,
timers come together on the day.
both players coming away with an array
After receiving a Virgin Atlantic goody
of prizes.
bag filled with Srixon golf balls and a
With the second UK day taking place
towel, as well as some Bajan rum cake in
celebration of the Season 11 Final heading this month at Ashridge, quickly followed
by days in Los Angeles and New York,
to Barbados, the sun-blessed course saw
Flying Club Swingers is rightfully
some impressive golf.
establishing itself as one of the most
Given how early in the season it was,
unique and enjoyable amateur golf
breaking par was no easy task, yet three
competitions on the global stage.
players ended up with 37 points – all firstThe final will take place on the fairways
timers on the course – while a further 11
of Apes Hill and Royal Westmoreland
passed the 30-point mark.
on the Caribbean island of Barbados in
The winner was Iain Clark, who
November. To register, visit
previously played in both the Season 4
www.flyingclubgolfleague.com.
and Season 5 finals. As well as prizes from

At the Lodge at Prince’s

Wilson Staff
FG Tour Ball

Club Class: The impressive clubhouse includes an indoor
simulator which is ideal for society and corporate events

Marnie Barber won the Kent
County Ladies Championship
after beating Kim Morris 5&4
in the final of the matchplay
event held at Sundridge Park.
The two finalists came
through two 18-hole stroke
play qualification rounds and
four match play encounters
before the title was decided.
Sundridge Park won the

Golfers at The Shire in North London will be rocking to the
sounds of award-winning DJ Trevor Nelson next month, after
the renowned broadcaster agreed to host a golf tournament
in aid of cancer charity Prostate UK.
The Trevor Nelson Swing event, which take places at the
Potter Bar-based club on June 20, promises to bring urban
golf to the suburbs, with a wide range of sound-based
entertainment, including a nightclub-themed gazebo, a
mobile bar with its own DJ, and sound systems on the patio and
practice range pumping tunes out across the 27-hole course.
The laid-back event allows players to wear jeans, while
errant shots can be replayed for a £10 donation to the
charity. A car is up for grabs for an ace at the par-three
fourth, while there are lots of other prizes on offer for the
top scores. After golf, there will be a meal in the clubhouse
with soul food and music, and Nelson himself will be giving
out the prizes.
“We’re having 2014’s coolest golf day, and we want to
raise the maximum amount for Prostate UK,” said Nelson. “All
proceeds are going directly
to charity, so we really want
people to come along to
The Shire, join me in having
fun on the golf course, and
relax afterwards.”
Teams cost £399
(individuals £100), with a
gift pack including Nelson’s
latest Sony album, The
Trevor Nelson Collection
2, and a golf shirt. For
bookings, email golf@
theshirelondon.com or call
Trevor Nelson
020 84417649.
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Beach or other iconic venues. It can also be used for
tuition with one of the club’s PGA professionals, and
when linked up with a sound system, the big screen
also provides a cinema-like experience for watching
golf tournaments and other big sporting events.
The clubhouse also offers a choice of four private
function rooms, which are capable of hosting
anything from a small business meeting to a large
golf society or corporate function, or a 150-seater
wedding reception. With a range of terraces and
patio areas to spill out onto in the summer months,
the brides of Surrey have the ideal venue for a
wedding day to remember. The club also has a
marriage licence, so if you find love on the greens,
this is a place to make it official!
It’s fair to say that few other clubs in the UK have
received such investment in recent years, so if you
haven’t been to Farleigh in recent years you can’t fail
to be impressed with the transformation.
Whether you choose to make it your new home
club, or simply want to pay a green fee or book a
table for lunch, it’s high time you took a fresh look
at Farleigh.

BOOK YOUR NEXT ROUND AT FARLEIGH
Visitor green fees can be booked online for as
little as £18 per round for weekdays and £29 for
weekends. Golfers who register their details on
the club’s website can qualify for a free midweek
taster round. For more bookings, visit
www.farleighfox.co.uk or call 01883 627711.
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Barber cuts down county
rivals at Sundridge

Honours were shared three ways in
the PGA South region’s Knole Park
Pro-Am on May 2, with Woodcote
Park’s Kieran Staunton, Prince’s
Robert McGuirk and Nevill’s Jamie
Harris matching each other with
three-under par 67s. Each picked
up £555 for the shared win, while
Benn Barham kept up his fine form
this season with a 68 for fourth.
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DJ Nelson
Swingers’ season off
prepares to
to a flyer at West Hill
rock The Shire

Centurion begins
clubhouse construction

THREE-WAY TIE
AT KNOLE

Golfnews is printed in a full colour, quality tabloid forma therefore every feature
or advert is twice the size of a traditional magazine and in full colour, giving you
much bigger and brighter coverage for your spend. The use of large format
images and space for DOUBLE the text than A4 pages offer, really can sell your
business whilst truly engaging and exciting hundreds of thousands of readers.

32 /

May 2014 / Issue 232

Pair of Ascot aces

rivals at Sundridge
Barber cuts down county

Cobra Bio Cell
Pro Driver

TRIED &

TESTED
Tour Edge Exotics XCG7 driver

RRP: £299 Contact: cobragolf.com

Rating:
RRP: £299 Contact: touredge.com
Tour Edge is something of an unsung equipment manufacturer, as
it refuses to pay professional golfers to play its products. Despite
its absence of financial sweeteners, many players choose to use
its products just for the fun of it, especially on the PGA Tour and
Champions Tour. Chris Kirk and JB Holmes had Tour Edge fairway
woods and hybrids in their bags during their respective wins this
season, while countless other players have slipped similar clubs into
their bags in recent seasons without the benefit of a contract.
While the most lofted models have been popular for years, the
brand’s drivers and irons are also beginning to increase traction in
the marketplace, especially among club golfers who don’t mind not
paying the premium that inevitably comes with having what the pros
have in their bags.
The XCG7 driver features a 460cc adjustable clubhead that has a
dimpled pattern along the sole that enables the body to flex more
at impact to boost ball speeds. In addition, four weight pads along
the perimeter raise the MOI for added forgiveness. The club’s overall
weighting is designed to generate high-launch, mid-spin
shots, with variable face thickness enhancing distance off
the centre of the face.
Using the adjustment tool supplied, loft options
can be cranked from 8.5 to 12 degrees in halfdegree increments. At the lowest loft the face
is three degrees open, while at the most
lofted setting, the face is one-degree
closed.
A complementary model, the Exotics
XCG7 Beta, has a smaller 440cc head
with weighting properties that
produce a more boring flight for
stronger swingers. All Tour Edge
Exotics products come with a lifetime
warranty and 30-day play guarantee,
so if you don’t like what you find, you
can have your money back.
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Golf Pride
CP2 Grips
RRP: Visit your pro
Contact:
golfpride.com
Golf Pride’s new Comfort,
Control and Performance
grips are the softest in the
brand’s history. Available in two
models – Pro (red) and Wrap
(blue) – they offer two distinct
texture preferences. The Pro has
a straight textured grip, while the
Wrap is a comfort grip delivered
in a classic wrap design. Both are
31% softer than any previous GP
grip and feature the company’s
new Control Core technology.
Located at the top of the grip,
the 2.5-inch control core reduces
torque by 41%, while a straighter
taper in the lower section
encourages even hand pressure for
a more stable and consistent swing.
The new grips come in standard,
midsize, and jumbo sizes.
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drivers, the head is available in black, blue and orange.
option at no extra charge. As with previous Bio Cell
and True Temper’s Project X PXv 52 shafts are also an
x-stiff flex Matrix Red-Tie 6Q3 shafts. Diamana D+ 72
It is available in RH only, with regular, stiff and
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Thomas and Eilidh Briggs.
other two debutants being Charlotte
that won the cup in 2012, with the
and Bronte Law were part of the team
6-8. Only two Stephanie Meadow
Country Club in Missouri form June
their Curtis Cup debuts at St Louis
strong squad. All four will be making
Dryburgh (Beaconsfield) for the eight(Hanbury Manor) and Gemma
Hall (Remedy Oak), Gabriella Cowley
Dimmock (Wentworth), Georgia
following the selection of Annabel
representation from the south east,
month’s Curtis Cup includes a strong
Great Britain & Ireland’s team for next

INTERVIEWS
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CUP CALL
GET CURTIS
SOUTHERN STARS

MAJOR
MONTY

rock The Shire
to a flyer at West Hill
prepares to
Swingers’ season off
DJ Nelson

clubhouse construction
Centurion begins

Joining Cobra’s family of BiO CELL drivers is the Pro,
which features the lowest centre of gravity of any
of its current range of big sticks. The extremely low
centre of gravity, combined with a compact 440cc alltitanium head, promotes faster ball speeds, lower spin
and a higher launch to create maximum distance.
Cobra’s MyFly8 adjustable loft technology, which
offers eight loft/trajectory settings (7°, 7.5°, 8.5°, 9.5°,
10°) and three fade settings (7.5°, 8.5° and 9.5°), lends
itself to better players, with lower lofts and flatter lie
angle settings, while SmartPad technology adapts to
each hosel setting to keep the face angle relatively
square regardless of loft or face angle
It is available in RH only, with regular, stiff and
x-stiff flex Matrix Red-Tie 6Q3 shafts. Diamana D+ 72
and True Temper’s Project X PXv 52 shafts are also an
option at no extra charge. As with previous Bio Cell
drivers, the head is available in black, blue and orange.
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Berkhamsted’s Alice Hewson in third.
up was Lizzie Prior from Surrey, with
lowest score of the day. The runnerher final round 69, which was the
the two rounds, including seven in
The Truro player had 10 birdies during
seven-under par total for 36 holes.
North Hants by three shots, with a
won the 2014 Hampshire Rose at
English champion Sarah-Jane Boyd

HAMPSHIRE ROSE
BOYD WINS
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How does it feel to finally become a
major champion?
In a word: fantastic. There’s a famous
quotation, ‘Many of life’s failures are
people who did not realise how close
they were to success when they gave
up’. I’ve had several well-publicised failures in
America, and close calls in major championships,
so it’s great to finally win, never mind a Champions
Tour event, but a Senior PGA Championship. I’ve
been associated with the PGA of America for many
years, so it’s great to finally win an event run so
well by them.
It was like the Monty of old out there during the
final round. You hit 12 out of 13 fairways, 17 of
18 greens – did you feel in the zone all day?
I did. I’ve been swinging the club very well recently,
and as Tom Watson said earlier in the week, the
course suited me. It’s funny, but I kept that in
my mind all day when he was charging at me. I
must admit, if his Ryder Cup team has half the
determination, drive and ambition that he does,
I think we’re in big trouble. But, yes, I was finding
the fairways, and if I can do that I always say the
strength of my game is my iron play, and I could use
that from the fairways.
Were the key holes were around the turn, when
Bernhard Langer was alongside you?
Bernhard caught me when I three-putted the fourth,
and Tom was going well, so it was very tight at that
stage. It was between about seven or eight players
that could actually win. The birdies at 8, 9 and 10
were
W

days in a row, who has been dominating senior’s
Major. Having to play with Bernhard Langer for four
the regular Tour made it feel even more like a
guys that I had competed against in majors on
crowd made it that way, and competing against
made it feel that way. I think that the Michigan
It felt very much like a Major. I think the golf course
Did it feel like a Major?
was the key to the round, right there.
to about four foot past the hole and holed that. That
was just short of the green in two and chipped up
from the side of the green to about 10 feet. At 10, I
wedge in to 10 feet; nine was a good bunker shot
were key. The birdie at 8 was a 3-wood and a sand
that could actually win. The birdies at 8, 9 and 10
stage. It was between about seven or eight players
and Tom was going well, so it was very tight at that
Bernhard caught me when I three-putted the fourth,
Bernhard Langer was alongside you?
Were the key holes were around the turn, when
that from the fairways.
strength of my game is my iron play, and I could use
the fairways, and if I can do that I always say the
I think we’re in big trouble. But, yes, I was finding
determination, drive and ambition that he does,
must admit, if his Ryder Cup team has half the
my mind all day when he was charging at me. I
course suited me. It’s funny, but I kept that in
and as Tom Watson said earlier in the week, the
I did. I’ve been swinging the club very well recently,
18 greens – did you feel in the zone all day?
final round. You hit 12 out of 13 fairways, 17 of
It was like the Monty of old out there during the
well by them.
years, so it’s great to finally win an event run so
been associated with the PGA of America for many
Tour event, but a Senior PGA Championship. I’ve
so it’s great to finally win, never mind a Champions
America, and close calls in major championships,
up’. I’ve had several well-publicised failures in
they were to success when they gave
people who did not realise how close
quotation, ‘Many of life’s failures are

now.
move forward, knowing that I can do this
now, and hopefully I can build on this and
matter. And it’s just a relief that it’s happened
Major championship or any event, for that
coming here for a long time to try and win a
the US – which I very nearly won – and I’ve been
else. Pebble Beach in 1992 was my first major in
overriding feeling was more of relief than anything
that was good. Of course I was excited, but the
Yeah, a four-shot lead and I hit the fairway, so
when you knew you had finally won?
What were your thoughts walking down 18,
this golf course was.
challenge and such a demanding challenge as
have a good caddie on the bag when it’s such a
did around the turn. So it’s very important to
me that eventually it would pay off – and it
play all week was very good. He told
to do, he was very positive. My iron
didn’t finish where I was expecting it
positive vibes going. If I hit a shot on line, and it
very important to have on the bag. He kept the
my caddie on and off for the last 23 years, was
conditions that we faced. And Alastair McLean,
I think having a good caddie was vital in the
get frustrated by the greens?
How important was it to stay positive and not
that putt, from then on I felt very comfortable.
7-iron into the first green right on line and holed
I didn’t feel nervous from the moment I struck my
there?
Did it feel like there was a lot of pressure out
really do.
being a Major champion, and I treat it as such. I
and now that’s 41, I believe. But it’s very special
very lucky to have won 40-odd times worldwide
of the 75-year history of the tournament. I’ve been
is a Major Championship and I’m thrilled to be part
It might well have a senior connotation to it, but it
respects?
Does the ‘senior’ name diminish it in some

Senior PGA champion.
utmost to put on a good show as
at that level again, and I will do my
look forward to trying to compete
regulation, I think can compete. I
I can hit 16 or 17 greens in
fairways and hitting the greens. If
emphasis there will be hitting the
course, but at the same time the
a great course, a longer course, of
says I don’t have a chance? Valhalla’s
If I can play as well as I did here, who
among the young guys?
confidence that you can compete back
Does this win give you a little more
forward to playing in it.
It does indeed, and I’m very much looking
Championship at Valhalla.
This victory gets you into the PGA
could do. Possibly I haven’t in the past.
learned today to concentrate on me and that’s all I
getting that damn thing in that damn hole. And I
find out different techniques and different ways of
think you learn, you mature. We’re always trying to
and holed the putt, I felt good about things. So I
what I did. As soon as I hit that 7-iron to the first
own game and only worried about myself. That’s
was with my own. Today I concentrated on my
almost more concerned about their play than I
little bit wrapped up in other people’s play. I was
had to concentrate on me. I think before, I got a
Good question. I just had to play my own game. I
competing for majors on the regular tour?
mentally then perhaps you did when you were
Did you feel like you coped with it better
one day.
50, and it’s great to sit on top of the tree for at least
goodness sake. There are a lot of good golfers over
golf. Tom Watson keeps improving at over 60, for
world-class players. It’s amazing the standard of
than there are under, and every year we gain more
ago. There are more golfers over 50 in this world
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