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ory McIlroy must be in two minds about 2014. On
the one hand, it’s been a trophy-laden year that has
seen him bag two majors, another Race to Dubai
title, and a return to the top of the world rankings.
But on the other, he must be glad it’s almost over,
so that he can rest up for a few weeks before
turning his attentions to the career grand slam that
awaits should he win next April’s US Masters.
It may be almost four months away, but in the
absence of any other world-shattering golf stories,
McIlroy’s impending date with destiny at Augusta is
all that the golfing world can talk about right now.
With the eagerness of youth, and secure in the
knowledge that he currently has the game to beat
anyone and everyone on his day, the 25 year old
from Northern Ireland is desperately counting down
the days until he can get on the first tee at the iconic
Georgia venue and take another sure-footed step
towards golfing immortality.
Before that, however, McIlroy faces the prospect of
a few days in a Dublin courtroom, as he continues his
drawn-out legal battle with his former management
company, Horizon Sports, which has been rumbling
on for almost 18 months. With both parties refusing
to settle out of court, it’s a distraction the young man
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could do without as he prepares for the new season,
but surely comes with the territory when you’re
protecting your status as the most marketable golfer
in the world.
Despite his tender years, McIlroy has already
cemented his name in the record books, with only
Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods having banked the
same number of majors at such an early age. And in
the form he’s in right now, it’s a fair bet that McIlroy
wishes every tournament could be a major.
It’s not overstating it to say that he has enjoyed the
kind of season that most golfers would never want
to end. The severely-edited highlights comprise a
stunning come-from-behind win in the BMW PGA
Championship at Wentworth in May; a two-shot win
at The Open at Hoylake in July; his first World Golf
Championship victory at the Bridgestone Invitational
just a week later; and a thrilling victory in the US
PGA Championship, where he battled hard over the
back nine on Sunday to become the first player since
Padraig Harrington to win consecutive majors.
Victory at Valhalla catapulted McIlroy out of the
large group of golfers with two majors to their name,
and into the rarified atmosphere of those with four –
and such is his confidence that he is already eyeing up
Sir Nick Faldo’s record haul for a British golfer of six.
With more money already in the bank than he
could possibly ever need – thanks in large part to
Nike’s reported $100m 10-year deal – and a long list
of blue-chip sponsors falling over themselves to be
associated with a clean-cut young golfer, McIlroy’s
goals have now switched to a higher plain. Nicklaus
– he of 18 majors – is already talking up the chances
of his record being reeled in by the hotshot from
Holywood. “I think he has the opportunity to win 15 or
20 majors if he wants to keep on playing,” the 74 year
old ventured following Rory’s stunning win at Valhalla,
before adding: “He’s even got a little swagger – it’s a
bit cocky, but not offensive.”
Cocky or not, McIlroy is strutting the fairways with
the look of a man who knows he’s at the very top
of his game – in complete control of his swing and
just as importantly, in this game played between the
ears, his emotions. As he said after his PGA triumph:
“I’ve now got the belief that I can turn up at any
tournament, anywhere in the world, and know that if I
play my game, I can walk away with a trophy.”
It’s a scary thought for his rivals, most of whom
must wonder why they even bother practicing
whenever they tee it up against him in this kind of
form.
But it wasn’t always this way. Just 18 months ago,
a forlorn-looking Mcllroy exited the Irish Open at the
halfway stage, saying that he felt ‘brain-dead’ and
‘unconscious’, and that when he stood on the tee, he
didn’t know whether he was going to miss the fairway
left or right. At that moment in time, he looked like a
little boy lost.
Roundly criticised for having switched equipment
sponsors and for having taken his eye off the golf
ball – and exchanged it for a tennis ball being hit by
his then girlfriend, Caroline Wozniacki – McIlroy was
written off in some quarters as being a star who was
in danger of letting all those euros and dollars go to
his head.
But despite all the mud slinging, the man himself
knew he had the talent that he and so many others
had seen within him – after all, he had won two
majors before his 23rd birthday – and it was just a
matter of time before it all clicked back into place. And
while it took a little longer than he had hoped, just six
months later it had, and the world was about to be hit
by a new-and-improved Mcllroy that few could have
predicted or dared imagine.
The first signs of a recovery came in the dying days
of December last year, when he travelled to Sydney to
play in the Australia Open in the hope that he could
sign off what had been a winless year on a more
positive note. With world No.1 Adam Scott chasing
down Australia’s triple crown, and in the form of his
life, things didn’t look promising when McIlroy set out
on the final round at Royal Sydney four shots behind
the reigning US Masters champion. But following a
titanic tussle down the stretch, it was the Northern
Irishman who prevailed, with a birdie at the final hole

JUNIOR FULL PAGE

JUNIOR A4

QUARTER PAGE PORTRAIT

190mm (w) x 400mm (h)

160mm (w) x 240mm (h)

110mm (w) x 197mm (h)

*AD POSITIONS WHICH OVERLAY SPINE:

• as a high resolution PDF – PDF/X-1a:2001 compliant

• Avoid placing body text across central

• contain text within a 10mm margin

282mm (w) x 160mm (h)

A4
210mm (w) x 297mm (h)

139mm (w) x 160mm (h)

SIXTH PAGE LANDSCAPE
139mm (w) x 116mm (h)

ALL ARTWORK SHOULD BE SUPPLIED:
• with 3mm bleed to all sides

JUNIOR DOUBLE PAGE SPREAD

QUARTER PAGE LANDSCAPE

10mm of artwork

